
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

The Moody’s Foundation Supports Brazil Youth Education Programs 
Publication Date: 8/25/2014 

The Moody's Foundation announced today that it will provide funding to a pair of Brazil-based non-profit organizations 
dedicated to youth education. Ação Comunitária and Worldfund, which operate in underprivileged communities in and 
around São Paulo, will receive backing from The Moody's Foundation to support programs that teach mathematics and 
critical thinking skills to improve academic outcomes. The grants are the first The Moody's Foundation has made outside 
the U.S. and the U.K. 

"We are pleased to support the innovative programs that Ação Comunitária and Worldfund have created to help improve 
the quality of education in São Paolo," says Frances Laserson, President of The Moody's Foundation. "These programs 
exemplify The Moody's Foundation's commitment to supporting high-quality education as a stepping stone to greater 
economic opportunity in communities around the world." 

Ação Comunitária will receive a $92,000 grant to support its Numeracy Project, which aims to improve the 
methodology used to teach the mathematical skills necessary for a productive life. The project targets 300 young people 
ages 15 to 18 who attend public high schools in deprived communities of São Paulo and have poor levels of numeracy 
and literacy, which negatively impacts their professional opportunities and their chance to break the cycle of poverty and 
social vulnerability. It includes outreach to their families to help illustrate the value of education and to strengthen their 
support for participants. 

"The Moody's Foundation's grant to Ação Comunitária will allow us not only to create a new social development 
methodology but also give us exposure to other markets. Brazil has made many advances over the last years but 
organizations like ours still have much to accomplish with limited local resources. Support from the Moody's Foundation, 
with its record of support for innovative educational programs, will also help raise our international visibility as we 
broaden our fundraising activities," says Oscar Linhares Ferro, President of Ação Comunitária. 

A $120,000 grant will support the Worldfund Brazil's STEM (Science Technology Education and Mathematics) program, 
an intensive two-year, 180-hour course that trains public high school math teachers who work as subject-specific 
coordinators. The training includes new methodologies to engage students with the subject matter more meaningfully 
and help set them on career paths that foster and encourage critical thinking. To date, 430 math teachers have 
successfully completed the STEM Brazil trainings and 110,000 students are impacted annually by the results of this 
program. 

"Worldfund Brazil is thrilled with Moody's support of the math portion of our STEM program. Math skills are critical to 
the lives of every citizen. The Moody's Foundation's support adds value by enabling us to offer special recognition to 
teachers and students, encouraging them to explore innovative practical math applications to be used in the real world," 
said Kelly Maurice, Director of Worldfund's STEM Brazil program. 

The Moody's Foundation, based in New York, has made numerous grants to supports education, mathematics, finance 
and economics, as well as specific cultural and arts initiatives, since its founding in 2002. 

About The Moody’s Foundation 

The Moody's Foundation, a charitable foundation established by Moody's Corporation, is committed to supporting 
education, in particular the study of mathematics, finance and economics. The Foundation also funds specific initiatives 
in the areas of global economic development, microfinance, civic, health and human services as well as arts and cultural 
programs. The Foundation supports programs located in select metropolitan areas in the United States, the United 
Kingdom and elsewhere around the world. 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
For more information, please visit www.philanthropy.moodys.com. 

 

About Moody’s Corporation 

Moody's is an essential component of the global capital markets, providing credit ratings, research, tools and analysis 
that contribute to transparent and integrated financial markets. Moody's Corporation (NYSE: MCO) is the parent 
company of Moody's Investors Service, which provides credit ratings and research covering debt instruments and 
securities, and Moody's Analytics, which offers leading-edge software, advisory services and research for credit and 
economic analysis and financial risk management. The Corporation, which reported revenue of $3.0 billion in 2013, 
employs approximately 8,400 people worldwide and maintains a presence in 31 countries. Further information is 
available at www.moodys.com. 
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